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Free, but your spare coins help cover costs.
Thank you all for the $48.85 collected in June

DRAMABILITY - A NEW INITIATIVE IN YARRAGON

By Christina Flann

Kate McCulley and David Williams
OAM are bringing drama (of the good
kind) to Yarragon. From Thursday 16
July, there will be weekly sessions of
Dramability in the Yarragon Uniting
Church Hall. This is a project that is
auspiced by the Yarragon Arts Council
Inc. and will be a great addition to our
town.

The vision of their project is to

Through tailored engagement with all
aspects of the performing arts,
participants will work towards
achieving their goals, in a space of
collaboration and support.

provide a high-quality Performing Arts =

training facility for adults with a
disability offering a course that puts
the individual at the centre of project
development. The content of the
coursework will gently guide and
support participants with skills
development in all areas of the
Performing Arts. Participants will have
access to high quality performing arts
education and training, which
contributes to performance works,
delivering positive and authentic
representation, professionalism and
challenging stereotypes. Barriers to
effective participation are removed to
ensure every student can experience
success in rehearsal and performance.

Their collective performance
experience spans an extensive list of
genres including Conducting, Music
Composition, Instrumental, Singing,
Theatre, Music Theatre, Movement,
Writing, Film and TV.

“Dramability is a disability support
program designed for people with a
range of disabilities,” David says. “It’s
inclusive, it’s proactive. Participants

" engage in a range of skill development

(including) self-confidence, resilience,

et working together, things that can help
. them in other aspects of their daily

David and Kate share almost 50 years
of combined practical teaching
experience spanning most education
and training settings. Both have
trained and performed nationally and
internationally in the fields of
education and performing arts. In
2012, David was the recipient of an
Order of Australia for his contribution
to education in the performing arts.

life. The idea is to develop those sorts
of skills through drama.”

“We’re all about breaking down

" barriers,” Kate says. “Our main thing

is ensuring that everyone feels safe
because when people feel safe, they
can reach their potential, they can
challenge them-

selves and they

can do incredible

things.”

dramabilityac@
gmail.com




REGULAR & TO DO

MONDAY

MOBILE LIBRARY
2:30-5:30pm
Yarragon Hall carpark

FIRE BRIGADE
7:30pm at fire station
1A Murray St

Captain Ashley Smith
0427 274 666
yarragonfb@gmail.com

WEST GIPPSLAND CONCERT
BAND 5:30-6:15 Band Basics
6:30-7:15pm Greenhorns
7:30-9:00pm WGCB

Last Monday of each school
term: 7:30 FREE CONCERT
Uniting Church, Yarragon

Q: How did the cow
Jump higher than the
moon?

duwnf
2,Up2 Uoow ayJ v/

WEDNESDAY

GARDENING GrOUP
10:00am or

10:30am to

lunch time

at the backyard

of the Uniting

Church.

Share your

knowledge

and learn from other gardeners.

LIONS CLUB

2nd & 4th Wed at

St Jarlath’s

Catholic Hall in

Rollo St.

President Sharyn Gaul
0408 318 143

Secretary Leeanne Evans
0419 301 841

LIONS on MANE Op shop
Wed to Sun

10:30am to 2:30pm
LIONS GARAGE SALE
Hann’s Lane

Every 4th Saturday, often
more.

LEARN TO TANGO

No partner or experience
necessary.

7-8:30pm,

Uniting Church Hall

SATURDAY

CRAFT & PRODUCE MARKET
4th Sat., 9:00am-1:00pm
Yarragon Public Hall
Campbell St

SILKROAD COMMUNITY
TRAFALGAR FARMERS
MARKET

First Saturday of every
month, 9:00am—1:00pm
Trafalgar Croquet Club, 25
Ashby St, Trafalgar

THURSDAY

BOWLS CLUB
Shady Creek Rd
Ph: 0490 831 283

October to April, social game
hight 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Oscar followed by a meal.
Meal orders must be placed
by 5:30pm on the Tues prior.
TUESDAY

CRAFT GROUP
9:30am—12:30pm Uniting
Church Hall, Campbell St.
Join us for craft and laughs.

YARRAGON HOTEL
7:00pm Trivia Night

YDCA

TBA, CFA meeting room
Secretary Richard Polmear
0407 347 545

FRIDAY

PILATES MATWORK
11:00 am weekly
Yarragon Public Hall

Oscarism of the
Month:

I’m usually quite
expectable (predictable)

SUNDAY

St Mark’s Anglican Church
The Anglican Church in
Yarragon meets on 2nd and
4th Sundays of the month at
8:30am at St David’s Uniting
Church building (9 Campbell
Road, Yarragon).

St David’s Uniting Church
9 Campbell St. Service
details on noticeboard at
church.

St Jarlath’s Catholic
Church

YARRAGON

10:00am

Mass

every Sunday;

Trafalgar

6:00pm Mass

every Saturday

Parish Office 5633 1166

YARRAGON STUDIO CONCERT
12 July 3.00pm

Yundi Yuan - Piano recital +
Niels Bijl & Sara Beale,
saxophone
www.yarragonstudio.com.au
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The Yarragon
Community
Newsletter is
produced
monthly by
community
volunteers, and

WHAT WATER BIRD IS THAT DOWN AT

THE PARK?

By Margaret Young

printed by Viatek
in Warragul.

Co-Editor:
Deborah Churchill

Newsletters can be
picked up from:

* Post Office

*  Foodworks

* Yarragon
Pharmacy Co-Editors:
Fozzigobble Café | christina Flann and
Lions on Mane Oscar Bijl
Op Shop

and viewed on www.yarragonnews.au

To subscribe to e-newsletters, arrange
advertising, and contribute articles

which must include your name and phone
number, you can write, email or phone:

- Yyarragonnews@gmail.com

0438 565 721

Items for inclusion which must include
your name and phone number can also be
placed in any of the donation boxes.

Business Card: ~9x5.5cm $10
1/4 page: ~9.3x13.7cm or $20
banner: 4.5-6.9x19cm

1/2 page: ~9.3x19.05cm $50
or 27.5x9cm

Full page: 27.5x19cm $75

Advertising space is limited. Please
organise advertising with the editor.
Free business card ads available for
Yarragon businesses only.

The remarks or views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily the views of
the Editor, Committee of Management, or
any volunteer involved in the production of
this newsletter.

Although every effort is taken in the
compilation and printing of this newsletter,
no responsibility is taken for any errors that
may occur. © 2026 Yarragon Community
Newsletter.

DEADLINE for
August 2026 edition

21 July

12 noon

Whenever | am visiting municipal
parks with ponds, or other wetlands, |
see three different water birds
strutting about on the grass or floating
serenely on the water and | am never
quite sure which one is which. One has
a red frontal shield and beak, one is
white and one is red and yellow. They
are a Swamphen, Coot and Moorhen.

This month | will talk about the
Swamphen and the others in later
newsletters.

So the “red “ one is the Purple
Swamphen. It is actually part of the
Rail family. Its other names can be
Bald Coot or Water Hen; Blue Bald
Coot; Blue Breasted, Purple Eastern or
Western Swamphen; Pukeko,
Macquarie Water Hen, Purple
Gallinule or Water Hen; Red Bill or
Australian Water Hen. It’s a good thing
this bird doesn’t need an ID card!!

The Purple Swamphen is a “tallish (44-
48cms) bird with long legs, a brick red
frontal shield and beak, an iridescent
purple front, black back and wings, red
eyes and legs. When walking or
swimming they flick up their tail to
reveal a flash of
white feathers
possibly to ward
off other birds.
When disturbed
they run heavily
but usually

strut around the
water’s edge
emitting their
harsh and loud

Robbie Goodall, Birdlife

“hee-ow” call. So
hard to miss.
When they fly off
their legs dangle
down behind
them.

You will find Purple

Swamphens over

most of Australia

except for the dry interior. So the
margin of swamps, lakes and shallow
rivers with ample cover of rushes,
reeds, cumbungi or scrub and often
town lakes, as | have mentioned
above, are where you will see them.

They live in large family groups to raise
their young. Reeds and cumbungi
might be trampled down and a
shallow nest of reeds and rushes built
on top. Sometimes they will pull an
open canopy over the nesting
platform. They will also create resting
and feeding platforms on the water. In
this nest the females will lay 3-5 sandy
buff eggs blotched and spotted
chestnut with underlying spots of grey.
The hatchlings are black and fluffy
with a grey/white bill and grey legs.
They can swim and run on their first
day after hatching!

Swamphens will eat frogs, snails and
other invertebrates, soft shoots of
reeds or rushes or grass, sometimes
eggs and young of other birds such as
ducklings if they can catch them!!

So | hope this has helped those of you
who, like me, weren’t quite sure
“which water bird is that”. The “red”
one with the purple “shirt” is the
Purple Swamphen. More next month.

JULY 2026 Yarragon Community Newsletter Page 3




YARRAGON BUSINESSES & EVENTS

Many sizes of Self-Storage
24 Hour/7 Day access
CCTV and security lighting
Automated secure access gate

Very competitive rates

A range of storage sheds
- NEW Sheds available
Undercover storage - spaces
available
CLEAR YOUR SHED AND YARD

0484 951 591

allinstorage3823@gmail.com
12 INDUSTRIAL COURT YARRAGON

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING
FRINGE BENEFITS

Susan
0414875631

Yarragon
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SORT OF ABOUT MONEY

By Jude Conway, Newsletter treasurer

This article is sort of about money, but it’s really
about the power of people when they join together
to make things happen. You just need to look at
our sporting clubs, community groups and
volunteer organisations to know that Yarragon is
very good at that.

This newsletter (by the people, for the people) has
been going for well over 40 years. The various
editors have compiled the articles that have been
submitted by individuals and community groups in
the best way they see fit. From a double-sided A4
page it has grown to full colour and up to 20 pages,
depending on what articles you’ve sent to us each
month.

A generous bequest covered the printing costs until
interest rates went down and printing costs went
up. From time to time the newsletter committee
debates the wisdom of eliminating printing costs by
making the newsletter an online publication, but
that would make it only available to those with
online access, which would not be ideal when the
whole idea of the newsletter is to connect people,
not exclude them.

In 2024 VIATEK came to our rescue with a generous
offer to look after our printing at no cost to us, for
two years. This has been a huge help, absolutely
huge, and we are very grateful to Peter Court and

his team for our reprieve from money worries. The
two years are now up, so once again we will be
keeping a close eye on the incomings and
outgoings.

We find now that we receive almost nothing in our
PO Box, so that is being closed down. If you’d like
to submit a handwritten article, that can go in the
donation slot in the box where you collect your
newsletter.

Cash donations can also be left in the boxes, and
online donations can be made to the newsletter
bank account:

Account name: Yarragon Community Newsletter
BSB: 633 000

Account#: 146 800 743

Reference: donation (and your name if you’d like us
to know who you are).

This newsletter exists because you write articles
about what you’d like our community to know, and
because you want to read what your fellow
Yarragonites are doing and saying, and share each
other’s’ triumphs, and support each other through
our challenges. And it also exists because many of
you are prepared to regularly give a small amount
of money towards it when you can. Your newsletter
committee thanks you.

THOUGHTS FROM A LOCAL

By Roy Lindsay

The submissions and discussions can be viewed from
16.30 of the Ordinary Council Meeting 27 May 2026.

| am delighted to advise that as a result of the Yarragon
Community's action at the Council Meeting on Wednes-
day 27 May, Council voted to remove the proposed rezon-
ing, to Commercial 1, part of the superblock behind Rollo
Street.

It was clear that the attendance of around 12 - 15 Yarra-
gon residents assisted in Council understanding the Com-
munity's opposition to the rezoning, and we'd like to
Council listened intently to the three verbal submissions  thank the residents involved for their support.
on the night and spent quite some time discussing the

matter in open Council.

Another win for Yarragon !!!

The DDO proposed for Campbell Street will proceed.

YARRAGON POST OFFICE; your bank in disguise

Deposit & withdraw cash
Deposit cheques

Check account balances

Pay bills

Organise travel money & insurance

and post and collect mail!
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WHAT ARE THE EDITORS UP TO?

By Christina Flann, Debbie Churchill & Oscar Bijl

NEWSLETTE COMMITTEE
MEETING

Oscar: Holidays. Yay. Kitten. Yay. Very
cute.

Christina: Finally dealt with a bunch of
unexpected superannuation issues for
the musicians who play at Yarragon
Studio. Boring, but important. First full
draft of my book. Whoo Hoo.

Debbie: Started dropping off artwork
for the exhibition. Opening first Sunday
of July. Hope to see lots of Yarragon people there.

OSCAR’s monthly photos - testing out photoshop

We have just had a newsletter committee
meeting with a few outcomes:

We have been very lucky to have had free
printing from Viatek for the last two years
(Thank you Viatek!). As we will need to
start paying for printing again, we will
restart invoicing for ads. Business card
sized ads for local Yarragon businesses
will remain free and we'll fit them in
where we can. For those outside Yarragon
a business card ad will be $10. Quarter
page ads (banner or portrait) will now be
$20. Half page will be $50. We will only
run full page by negotiation for $75 (apart
from the monthly council

summary). Jude is taking on the treasurer
role, so she will organise invoices with
you via this email address.

To avoid confusion, we will also be
separating out community notices from
ads. These remain free, so if you have an
event or anything related to the Yarragon
community, send them onin.

We are also going to close the PO box as
itis no longer used. If you have something
hard copy you want to contribute, just
pop itin one of the donation boxes or give
Deb a call: 0438 565 721
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LOCAL COMMUNITY NOTICES

Friday 17 July 10am
at Gippsland Food & Wine
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YARRAGON’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA FUNDRAISER

Organised by Kylie Kiss | Article By Judy Lackman | Photos from Yarragon Bowling Club Facebook

Yarragon community

came together on

Sunday morning May

31st for a Biggest

Morning Tea raising

funds for the Cancer

Council. The bowling

club proudly supported the event and opened their doors,
welcoming everyone.

Special thanks must go to the organiser, Kylie Kiss, who
was ably supported by her family and friends who
together put on a great morning. Tea, coffee, delicious
cakes and slices, a huge raffle, and silent auctions all
raised much needed funds for a meaningful cause.

Together, the community raised $3585 from the event.

A special thank you to the Yarragon Lions Club for
their generous $1,000 donation, and the Trafalgar &
District Community Bank for their generous $500
donation. The funds raised go towards vital cancer
research, prevention, and support services for
Australians affected by cancer.

Kylie said “This event would not have
been possible without the support of so
many wonderful people and businesses
in our community. Thank you to
everyone who donated prizes, attended,
bought raffle tickets, placed silent
auction bids, donated money, baked,
helped behind the scenes and supported
this event in any way. Thank you for
helping make a difference.”
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LION’S CLUB REPORT

By Tamara Galea and Trelawney Geary

What a quick year it's been as we approached our 48th which will support

annual changeover last month, it was a great night with secondary students

everyone who attended, with great excitement as we living in Yarragon

changed into new roles. A big thank you to our former and surrounding

president Peter Petschel for stepping up and taking the areas to further

leading role for the last 2 years. Congratulations and all education

the best to our newly appointed president Sharyn Gaul. opportunities.

The lions trust we couldn't be in better hands. THE NEXT GARAGE

Congratulations to Kevin Arnold to a well deserved life SALE

membership Yarragon lions next garage sale will be on the 25th of

It was also announced that the club is in the process of July.
establishing the Kevin Arnold bright futures scholarship,

YARRAGON FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB SAY GOODBYE

From YFNC Facebook page

The Yarragon Football Netball Club is saddened by the
passing of former player and long-time club supporter,
Dennis King.

Dennis came from a family with a proud and lasting
connection to the Panthers. His parents, Sam and Dot
King, were instrumental figures in the club's history and
played a significant role in the move from the old
Reserve Road ground to our current home. Their
contribution remains an important part of our club's
story.

Dennis proudly represented Yarragon on the football
field and, over the years, contributed to the club in a
variety of roles, including committee positions, the
social club and as a sponsorship representative. He was
always willing to support the club and help wherever he
could.

Beyond football, Dennis was also a passionate member
of the Yarragon Cricket Club, serving both as a player
and committee member for many years.

Dennis will be remembered for his commitment to local
sport, his connection to the Yarragon community and
the friendships he built throughout his life.

Our thoughts are with the King family and all those who
knew and loved Dennis during this difficult time.

Rest in peace, Dennis.

JULY 2026 Yarragon Community Newsletter Page 9




BBSN MARKET

By Amanda McLeod

sustainability
network

COUNCILLOR UPDATE

By Cr Brendan Kingwill

Calling All Sustainable Stallholders!

The Baw Baw Sustainability Network is excited to an-
nounce the launch of our new Futures Market —a com-
munity market celebrating sustainability, local resili-
ence, creativity, and a greener future.

Held on the fourth Saturday of each month at the
Uniting Church in Campbell Street Yarragon, the Futures
Market will bring together people, products, ideas and
community initiatives that support a more sustainable
future. [Eds NB: This is the same timing as the regular
Arts and Crafts Market and the Uniting Church is right
next to the Yarragon Public Hall so you can flit between
the twol!]

Visitors will be able to:

Learn about renewable energy and practical ways to
reduce household emissions

Discover community gardening and local food-
growing initiatives

@ Take part in, and learn about, sustainable arts and
crafts

" Meet members of the Baw Baw Sustainability Net-
work and learn about local sustainability projects

™
- Explore sustainable products and services

# Share ideas and connect with others interested in
building a more resilient community

We're seeking stallholders whose products, services, or
activities reflect sustainable values, including:

Fa
- Upcycled, recycled and repurposed goods

' Environmentally friendly products

Handmade and ethically produced items
Plants, seeds and gardening products

v Local food and produce

Repair, reuse and circular economy initiatives

¥ Sustainable living products and services

Whether you're a maker, grower, artist, educator, com-
munity organisation or sustainability-focused business,
we'd love to hear from you. Interested in having a stall?
Send us a message for further details. Together, let's
build a thriving sustainable future for Baw Baw!
hello@bbsn.org.au

Last month was a rewarding one, highlighted by the offi-
cial opening of the new Dowton Park Sports Pavilion in
Yarragon. It was fantastic to join local residents, sporting
clubs, volunteers and fellow Councillors to celebrate the
completion of this outstanding community facility.

The $3.965 million pavilion is a project | have been pas-
sionate about for many years, and it was incredibly satis-
fying to see it officially opened. More than just a building,
it is an investment in the future of sport, recreation and
community life in

Yarragon. | would

also like to

acknowledge the

many volunteers,

past and present,

whose dedication

has helped build the

strong sporting cul-

ture we enjoy today.

This redevelopment

is a fitting recognition of their contribution.

Looking ahead, an important priority will be reviewing the
Master Plan for the Trafalgar Recreation Reserve and con-
tinuing to advocate for the long-awaited second oval to
support our growing community.

Another issue that continues to affect local residents is
the ongoing slip on Thorpdale Road. An online petition is
calling on the State Government to commit to a perma-
nent solution and restore this vital road link. Hard-copy
petitions are available at several local businesses, and |
encourage everyone to show their support.

| would also like to thank Mary Aldred MP for providing a
new Australian flag for the Trafalgar town centre. The
previous flag required replacement after community
members raised concerns, and Mary was quick to assist.

Residents should also be aware that Council's Food Or-
ganics and Garden Organics (FOGO) service begins on 6
July. Most households should have received their kitchen
caddy and information pack by now.

Finally, Council will soon consider adopting the 2026/27
Annual Budget. | look forward to continuing to advocate
for practical investments that strengthen our towns, sup-
port local families and businesses, and deliver positive
outcomes across the Shire.

Brendan.kingwill@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au
0474652435

Or Follow me on Facebook
@crbrendankingwill
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YARRAGON FIRE BRIGADE NEWS:

By Lisa Somerville Community Safety Officer Yarragon Rural Fire Brigade

Firstly, | would like to say a huge thank you to Andy
Halnon for all he has done in the role as Community
Safety Coordinator for the Yarragon Fire Brigade. He has
done a great job with the newsletter and | look forward to
taking over from him, and doing it justice.

This month, the CFA hosted the Women's Challenge
Camp at Allambee, and three members from the Yarragon
Brigade were fortunate enough to attend — Mel, Emma
and myself.

What an incredible weekend it was! The camp was all
about stepping outside your comfort zone, challenging
yourself and building confidence. Whether it was
conquering heights on the giant swing, testing your
balance on the high ropes, or finding the strength to scale
the rock wall, everyone was encouraged to have a go,
support one another and celebrate every achievement.

One of the highlights was the opportunity to meet women
from brigades across Victoria, sharing experiences, making
new friendships and building lasting connections within
the CFA. There were plenty of laughs, a few nervous
moments, screams of excitement from the giant swing,
and some determined grunts while tackling the climbing
wall—but every challenge was worth it.

The Allambee team looked after us brilliantly, providing
delicious meals, plenty of food and warm, comfortable

accommodation throughout the weekend. A huge thank
you to everyone involved in making us feel so welcome.

Saturday morning featured three inspiring guest speakers
representing the SES, AFAC and CFA. Each woman shared
her personal journey, the challenges she had overcome,
and the achievements she had accomplished throughout
her career. We were especially proud to see one of the
speakers was our own Emma Conway from AFAC, who
many of you will know. Her story, along with those of the
other speakers, was both inspiring and motivating.

Weekends like this remind us of the
importance of supporting one another,
embracing new challenges and continuing to
grow—both as volunteers and as individuals.
It was a privilege

to be part of such

an empowering

experience, and

we returned

home with new

skills, new

friendships and

plenty of

wonderful

memories.

Coming Up Next Month...
& Winter Warm & Safe Community Morning

Join your local CFA volunteers for a free community
morning. Enjoy a cuppa, meet your neighbours, hear what
your brigade has been doing, and pick up practical tips to

keep your family safe. Everyone welcome. Watch our

Facebook page and local noticeboards for details.

When: Saturday 25 July
Where: Yarragon Fire Station
Time: 10.00 am—-11.30 am

Volunteer Profile: Ll'/SVl/ Qonua

I'm passionate about building safer, stronger and more
connected communities. As the Community Safety
Coordinator for the Yarragon Fire Brigade, | enjoy working
behind the scenes to bring people together, share
practical safety information, and support community
preparedness. Through the Connected Communities
initiative, my goal is to help residents, local groups and
neighbouring brigades work together to build a more
resilient community—because when we're prepared
together, we're safer together.

We'd love to hear from you!
If you're part of a community group, school, kindergarten,
sporting club, service club, church, or local organisation
and would like the Yarragon Fire Brigade to visit and
present a free community safety session, we'd be
delighted to hear from you.

Whether it's winter home safety, bushfire preparedness,
smoke alarms, or general fire safety, we can tailor a
presentation to suit your group. To find out more or
arrange a visit, please contact the Yarragon Fire Brigade or
speak with Lisa, Community Safety Coordinator.
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YARRAGON BOWLS CLUB

By Glenda Beagley

Every day from 11lam

Lunch 12 - 2:30pm
Dinner 5:30 - 8:30pm

Take-away 5 - 8pm

Bookings appreciated & recommended
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YARRAGON BOWLS CLUB

By Glenda Beagley

July Birthday:

Kaye McLaren

Vale Marian Chetland

It is with great sadness that we
farewell our dear friend, Marian
Chetland.

Marian will be remembered for
her warm smile, gentle grace,
kind spirit and of course — her
legendary liquorice slice that
brought so much joy to those
around her. The bowling green
will not be the same without
seeing her smiling face and
sharing a chat and laugh.

Marian was a valued part of our
Yarragon Bowling club family, and
her friendship, kindness, and
presence will be deeply missed
by us all.

Our heartfelt condolences go to the Chetland and Brody
families during this difficult time. May the many happy
memories you shared bring comfort in the days ahead.
Forever in our thoughts and fondly remembered. RIP Marian.

Winter Happenings

Winter sees our greens closed and after refurbishment, it’s a
matter of watching the grass grow! Curated of course by our
master greenskeeper Sam Mazza. Even though the greens are
closed our rooms are still available for hire.

Winter also sees many of our bowlers taking off to play at
other clubs. Our end of season trip to Barham NSW is always
a fun time. Everyone played and enjoyed their games with
many great performances across the board. Some came away
with wins — only missing progression to the next round on
percentage. A fantastic effort by all involved! There were
plenty of highlights throughout the rounds, with several
teams enjoying multiple wins and some very competitive
matches along the way. Then it was time to relax, enjoy the
fire, watch some bowls and experience the local pubs and
their wonderful country meals.

Some other members also enjoyed social bowls at Crescent
Head NSW.

We’re just wild about Harry!

Longtime Yarragon resident 88 year old Harry Langres, is our
longest active serving bowler and recently received his
Veterans Badge. Harry became a member in 1995 and was
immediately involved in the running of the club. Serving as
Treasurer for over 20 years and running the bar at the same
time, his commitment is appreciated.

Harry Played pennant last year and once again partnered
with Kev MclLaren to take out the club pairs. Harry has won

this two times with a few different partners, but the majority
with our esteemed President Kev. Will they do it again next
season?

Harry’s other achievements include winning the mixed pairs
on two occasions, B Grade Champion and always putting his
hand up for mid-week and Saturday pennant.

When asked about Harry, members summed him up as a
gentleman, a quiet achiever, never makes a fuss, great
clubman, team player and a wonderful pairs partner who
handles his old classic 2 bowls to perfection. Harry enjoys a
glass of wine, so let’s say cheers and good health Harry and
we’ll see you back next season!

High Tea reminder: We will be hosting a high tea on Sunday

the 26th of July from 2-

Spm. Our sponsors for the
2025/26 season:
Club Hotel Warragul
Dementia Doulas (Jan Doull)
Fonterra

Fowler Street Dental

Fritz Mylius Painting and
Decorating

Theme: Op-shop vintage | Gippsland Fresh

garden party Neilsen Funerals

Only 40 places at $25 per |Paul O’Toole Cartage

head with a promise of RGM Investment Holdings
yummy treats, raffles, live | Select Office Supplies
music and lots of fun! For | Trafalgar Tyre Service
enquiries and bookings Warragul Country Club
please contact Glenda Westfalia

Beagley — 0431 215 726 Wildflower Studio Yarragon
Yarragon Automotive
Yarragon Bakery
Yarragon Foodworks
Yarragon Hotel

Yarragon Lions Club
Yarragon Pharmacy
Yarragon Post Office

We also recognise the
tremendous support that the
Community/Bendigo Bank of
Trafalgar and District has
provided the Yarragon
Bowling Club and encourage
locals to support them.

To contact the bowls club
about sponsorship, games,
or hiring facilities (with
limited catering available):
The new Function Coordinator is
Tony Hiriart on 0429163532 for
all bookings. Email:
yarragonbowls@gmail.com
www.yarragon.bowls.com.au

YarragonBowlingClub ﬁ
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By Amanda McLeod

THE POWER OF YOUR FORK

Baw Baw Sustainability Network July Event.

What if the most powerful step you could take for your
health also helped protect the planet?

Join Dr Peter Johnston, Accredited Practising Dietitian,
lifestyle medicine expert and sustainability advocate, for
an inspiring presentation exploring how our daily food
choices shape both our personal wellbeing and the future
of our environment.

Chronic diseases such as heart disease, type 2 diabetes,
obesity, and many cancers are now among the greatest
threats to health and quality of life. At the same time, our
food system is placing unprecedented pres-

sure on the Earth's ecosystems. The good

news? The solution to both challenges be-

gins on our plates.

In this engaging and evidence-based ses-
sion, Dr Johnston will explain how the right
choice of diet can help prevent, manage,
and even reverse many chronic health con-
ditions while significantly reducing environ-
mental impact.

This presentation offers a message of hope
and empowerment. Rather than focusing
on problems alone, Dr Johnston will share
practical solutions that can deliver immedi-
ate benefits for your health and contribute
to a healthier planet for future generations.

Your fork is one of the most powerful health and environ-
mental tools you own. Learn how the choices you make
every day can transform your wellbeing and help create a
more sustainable world.

Yarragon Uniting Church Hall, Campbell
Street

Thursday 30 July, 7pm

To register and for more information visit:
www.bbsn.org.au/events
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ART UPDATE

By Carol Monson

In the Station Gallery,
Yarragon, during July there will
be two very different
exhibitions from Artists with
quite different approaches.
This typifies the range of
practising Artists who are
members of the Baw Baw Arts
Alliance. Each month the
gallery helpers, who are all
volunteers, curate exhibitions
that are always worth more
than one visit.

Deborah Churchill is one of the
Artists well known in Gippsland
but particularly in the Baw Baw
Shire where she has lived for
many years and been an editor
on the Yarragon Community
Newsletter team. Deb is a
Mixed Media Artist who can
consistently produce works
that require a great deal of
concentrated attention
because of their detail, colour,
design and the strong narrative
in each one. Deb creates from
the heart and presents viewers
with questions that may not be
answered. That is for you, the
viewer, to decide. Don’t miss
these detailed Mixed Media
works that are partly
autobiographical but also lead
us to question our own
identities. What does the world
really know about you, the
viewer?

At the same time, long term
exhibitor, painter, Mosaic Artist
and continuous contributor to
the Arts in the Baw Baw Shire,
Alene Bonser, has teamed up
with friend and painting
colleague, Gael Smith, to
present their latest paintings in
oils. Their works are on a
smaller scale than Deb

Churchill’s but quietly demand
you look more closely. They are
hanging in the section called
‘On the Wall’ in the Station
Gallery and will have you
reflect on the beauty of a more
traditional approach to
painting.

One of the more recent
ventures by the Arts Alliance is
the open invitation to members
of the public to participate in
free Art activities at the VRI Hall
in Queen Street, Warragul, on
the third Saturday morning of
each month. The next
workshop is Gelli Printing on
Saturday, July 18, from 9.30am
to 1.00 pm. You need have no
expertise to enjoy this time of

playing around with paint and
print.

Another recent venture is the
Teal Room Challenge.
Introduced by gallery manager,
Sue Murphy, a new challenge
to produce a small work of Art
in any media of your choice.
There is no entry cost butyou
must be a member of Bbaa and
that in itself will give you many
opportunities to develop your
Artistic skills. The next
challenge is to create a vessel
in your chosen medium

For further information see:
www.bawbawartsalliance.org.au
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By Tini Cook

LOOKING BACK: 75 YEARS IN YARRAGON

| arrived with my parents and older
siblings in June 1951 after a six week
ship journey from Holland. My par-
ents thought they were coming to
‘sunny Australia’ but were greeted
by one of the coldest winters on rec-

1951

B e ——

Verandah on the front...

On board ship en route to Australia.
That’s me, the little tot.

They decided to emigrate as things
were still very grim in Holland six
years after WW2 had ended, and
there was fear that Russia would

: Our Dutch house &“car Rollo & Winston

The Dutch house starts to turn Aussie
with a verandah out the front.

THE DUTCH HOUSE TURNS AUSSIE 41 Rollo St |

-

1961

After 3 renovations 41 Rollo St whenawe
left it in 1961.

Mum & Dad at the Liberty Inn at War-
ragul for the first two weeks.

# With almost no English, the men had
| to find a means of getting their

invade. The Dutch Government also
encouraged people to emigrate as it
was a very small country and they
feared overcrowding.

My father was a builder and as they were not allowed to
take any money out of the country but could take posses-
sions with them, he prefabricated a house on the front
lawn of where they were living in Holland, then used the
floorboards to create a big ’kist’, container (no shipping
containers in those days), that held house, furniture, car-
pets, curtains, linen, crockery, utensils, clothing, in fact
everything they needed except food.

Dad sent a promissory letter to a Dutchman already living
in Australia to buy a block of land and Dad would pay him
back once he had work. This man, living in Newborough,
bought a block on the corner of Rollo and Winston Streets
here in Yarragon! To think this man could have been living
anywhere in Australia and that he didn’t buy in any of the
other neighbouring towns, how lucky were we, as this
suited our family perfectly.

We came out with two other families and perhaps they
had made similar arrangements. Ozzie Matthews, a local
garage owner here in Yarragon sponsored one of the oth-
er men who was a mechanic, met us all when the ship
docked at Station Pier and somehow got all three families
to Yarragon. The Matthews housed my two brothers 10 &
7 and my sister 5 went with the Dutch family living in
Newborough. | was only 22 months old and stayed with

‘containers’ off the ship and transport-
ed to Yarragon. The next day, travelling
by train they discovered the containers
were not at the wharf but in Fleming-
ton - wherever that was! Short of
funds, they then hitch-hiked several more times, not mak-
ing any headway, until they spotted a man wearing clogs
in Warragul who spoke a bit more English. Ultimately the
red-tape was dealt with and their packaged houses arrived
and they got to work to put them up .

For my siblings Aris 10 & Yonny 7 to be in a strange Aus-
tralian home with people they did not know, speaking a
strange language, being given strange food, and being ex-
pected to go to school was quite traumatic - they were
totally lost and bewildered. They started school at Yarra-
gon on 21 June 1951, just a week after getting off the
boat. Mrs Matthews found they would not eat anything
other than bread with jam and she had to take them to
school on a lead as Aris had run off into the paddock one
time.

For Nellie, almost 5, it was no easier even if her hosts did
speak Dutch. She thought she had been abandoned and

would never see her parents again. She says she still has
anxiety issues from the experience.

The men soon hired some caravans so the families were
together again. However It was so cold, the condensation
ran down the thin ply walls of the caravans, so they got
kerosene heaters to warm them up, but everyone got sick
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75 YEARS ON (CONT.)

By Tini Cook

YDCA

By Richard Polmear

from the fumes; luckily there must have been gaps in
the caravan’s construction or everyone could have
been asphyxiated. It even snowed in Yarragon that win-
ter.

Soon the houses were up and their new lives in a new
country began. One family moved their assembled
house yet again a year later, all the way to Torquay
with a very hair-raising, anxious journey along the poor
roads. The other family moved to Tasmania leaving
their Dutch house behind (26 Winston St) but my fa-
ther being a builder soon found work locally.

Dad was always into ‘modernising” and made three ex-
tensions in the 10 years we lived in the Dutch house at
41 Rollo St. Out with the charming Dutch doors, win-
dows and attic and in with a verandah out the front
which became a sleep-out until 2 more bedrooms, a
bathroom and enlarged living areas were added and to
cap it off in the late 1950s a ‘pergola’ made it quite the
modern Australian home!

Now 75 years on, the house still stands and although
during the 1950s several other Dutch families came to
live here, | am the only one of those 54 ‘New Australi-
ans’ from Heiloo Holland that still lives in Yarragon.

Last month | reported that a public meeting was held in
St David’s Uniting Church Hall on Tuesday 28 April to
discuss BBSC's plans to:

Rezone a portion of the superblock which formed part
of the subdivision associated with Planning Scheme
Amendment C145, a 300+ lot approved subdivision
that lies east of Rollo Street, and

Apply Design Development Overlay 5 (DDO5) to
sections of Campbell and Murray Streets.

There were a number of written submissions tendered
to Baw Baw Shire Council (BBSC) including a submission
by the YDCA.

The matter came before the BBSC meeting held 27 May
2026. There were 3 community presenters who were
each given 3 minutes to address Councillors to express
their concern(s). All presenters expressed concerns
about the proposed rezoning to Commercial land.

There were long deliberations amongst Councillors and
ultimately, they agreed to not refer the rezone
proposal to the Minister. As there were no objections
to the application of DDO5 this will be sent to the
Minister. Referral to the Minister will start a process
that will give a further opportunity for public input.

The YDCA would like to publically thank:

« the presenters and all those who took time to
submit and attend the Council meeting, and

« the Councillors, who in some cases admitted to
changing their minds but ultimately listened to the
public and voted accordingly.

The YDCA is in the process of making a submission to
Council on the draft Community Engagement Policy
prior to its close on 22 June 2026.

We have also
submitted a letter to
Baw Baw Shire asking
them to request
VicRoads to establish
a Keep Clear at the
Rollo Street, Princes
Highway Service Road

Eds NB: Example only, not actually our inter-

intersection. section.

The next meeting of the YDCA will be our Annual
General Meeting (AGM) to be held on 21 July 2026 at
St David’s Uniting Church Hall, Campbell St, Yarragon,
commencing at 7pm. Anybody interested in taking on
an Executive role is more than welcome to approach
our Secretary, Richard Polmear on 0407 347 545.

All are welcome to attend the AGM and following brief
meeting where we will hear an update on the Yarragon
150 celebrations planning.
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BACK TO YARRAGON 150

By Jen Lowe

The next meeting for the planning group for
Yarragon’s 150 Years celebration will be held at 7.00
p.m. on Tuesday August 4t, 2026 at the Uniting
Church Hall.

Even though March 2028 seems a long way off, for
this event to be a fun, memorable and meaningful
one the whole community needs to be involved, from
the primary and secondary school students to the
sporting and service clubs, those who live in the
community and those who lived here in the past,
those who remember the centenary celebrations of

WANTED!

Someone to type up old hand writtew letters
and wewmoirs of Yarragon History,

back2yarragonl50@gmail.com

fifty years ago, and everyone who has an interest in
Yarragon.

All ideas for the event to be held in 2028 will be
considered, and we welcome new members to the
group so please come along to this meeting or
contact us at back2yarrgon150@gmail.com. We look
forward to meeting you and hearing your ideas.

YARRAGON TO LOSE EASY CASH ACCESS & A FEW TREES TOO

By Christina Flann

It appears that the very useful and
very used Bendigo Bank ATM in
Yarragon will be leaving us.

Apparently the lease is up and
there isn’t sufficient use of the
room behind the magical hole in
the wall that gives you money (if
you have money in your account,
of course) to justify continuing to
rent the space. Hopefully another
spot will become available around
town in the not too distant future.

For now, there is an ATM inside at
the back of the United petrol

station just outside town (24 hour
option), you can withdraw cash at

the Post Office and Foodworks and
there is always the ATM at the
Bendigo Bank office in Traf.

Hopefully the handy dandy
defibrillator will remain, stay tuned
for updates.

In other news, as alluded to in an
earlier newsletter, a number of the
plane trees in Campbell Street
have gone to the great wood
mulcher in the sky. Presumably
these were the ones with health
issues, rotting from the inside out.
Someone has left memorial
succulents on one of the stumps in
a gesture of solidarity and

solemnity with the tree’s demise.
Generic ATM

l
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Rainfall Record for 2026 and the five years prior, as recorded in Mclntyre Road, Yarragon.

YTD

Jan | Feb | Mar Apr | May | Jun | Jul Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec | Total Total
PPN 69| 42| 72| 76| 77| 178 82| 110 146 | 148 89| 37| 514 1126
2022 62| 8| 55| 39| 3] 208] 115] 190 66 166 | 198 | 107 | 435 [ 1277
2023 | 15[ 30| 87| 78| 136 122] 67| 75| 82| 199] 94| 92| 477 1086
os | 18| 21| 162| 33| 63| 181 29[ 109 74| 62| 38| 392 885

20| 16| 45| 37| 39| s1[113] 70| s8] 142[157[ 73| 208 851

5] 69| e8] 78] 99| 7 390 | 390
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