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Free, but your spare coins help cover costs.
Thank you all for the $95.25 collected in July

LET’S CELEBRATE YARRAGON
By Jen Lowe

Every day from 1lam
Lunch 12 - 2:30pm
Dinner 5:30 - 8:30pm

Take-away 5 - 8pm

Bookings appreciated & recommended




REGULAR & TO DO

MONDAY

MOBILE LIBRARY
2:30-5:30pm
Yarragon Hall carpark

FIRE BRIGADE
7:30pm at fire station
1A Murray St

Captain Ashley Smith
0427 274 666
yarragonfb@gmail.com

WEST GIPPSLAND CONCERT
BAND 5:30-6:15 Band Basics
6:30-7:15pm Greenhorns
7:30-9:00pm WGCB

Last Monday of each school
term: 7:30 FREE CONCERT
Uniting Church, Yarragon

Q: What could a rabbit
be arrested for if it ran
through a garden ?

spad ay3 buiginisia: v

WEDNESDAY

GARDENING GrOUP
10:00am or

10:30am to

lunch time

at the backyard

of the Uniting

Church.

Share your

knowledge

and learn from other gardeners.

LIONS CLUB

2nd & 4th Wed at

St Jarlath’s

Catholic Hall in

Rollo St.

President Sharyn Gaul
0408 318 143

Secretary Leeanne Evans
0419 301 841

LIONS on MANE Op shop
Wed to Sun

10:30am to 2:30pm
LIONS GARAGE SALE
Hann’s Lane

Every 4th Saturday, often
more.

LEARN TO TANGO

No partner or experience
necessary.

7-8:30pm,

Uniting Church Hall

SATURDAY

CRAFT & PRODUCE MARKET
4th Sat., 9:00am-1:00pm
Yarragon Public Hall
Campbell St

SILKROAD COMMUNITY
TRAFALGAR FARMERS
MARKET

First Saturday of every
month, 9:00am—1:00pm
Trafalgar Croquet Club, 25
Ashby St, Trafalgar

THURSDAY

BOWLS CLUB
Shady Creek Rd
Ph: 0490 831 283

October to April, social game
hight 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Oscar followed by a meal.
Meal orders must be placed
by 5:30pm on the Tues prior.
TUESDAY

CRAFT GROUP
9:30am—12:30pm Uniting
Church Hall, Campbell St.
Join us for craft and laughs.

YARRAGON HOTEL
7:00pm Trivia Night

YDCA

TBA, Uniting Church Hall
Secretary Richard Polmear
0407 347 545

FRIDAY

PILATES MATWORK
11:00 am weekly
Yarragon Public Hall

Oscarism of the
Month:

Is that something you
thinked about?

SUNDAY

St Mark’s Anglican Church
The Anglican Church in
Yarragon meets on 2nd and
4th Sundays of the month at
8:30am at St David’s Uniting
Church building (9 Campbell
Road, Yarragon).

St David’s Uniting Church
9 Campbell St. Service
details on noticeboard at
church.

St Jarlath’s Catholic
Church

YARRAGON

10:00am

Mass

every Sunday;

Trafalgar

6:00pm Mass

every Saturday

Parish Office 5633 1166

YARRAGON STUDIO WINTER
FEAST
www.ydrragonstudio.com.au
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The Yarragon
Community
Newsletter is
produced
monthly by
community
volunteers, and

printed by Viatek

in Warragul.

Newsletters can be

picked up from:

* Post Office

*  Foodworks

* Yarragon
Pharmacy

* Lions on Mane
Op Shop

and viewed on

www.yarragonnews.au

WHAT WATER BIRD IS
THE WETLANDS?

By Margaret Young

THAT DOWN AT

Co-Editor:
Deborah Churchill

Co-Editors:
Christina Flann and
Oscar Bijl

To subscribe to e-newsletters, arrange
advertising, and contribute articles

which must include your name and phone
number, you can write, email or phone:

- yarragonnews@gmail.com

0438 565 721

Items for inclusion which must include

your name and phone number can also be
placed in any of the donation boxes.

Business Card: ~9x5.5cm

1/4 page: ~9.3x13.7cm or

$10

$20

banner: 4.5-6.9x19cm

1/2 page: ~9.3x19.05cm

or 27.5x9cm

Full page: 27.5x19cm

$50

$75

Advertising space is limited. Please
organise advertising with the editor.
Free business card ads available for
Yarragon businesses only.

The remarks or views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily the views of
the Editor, Committee of Management, or
any volunteer involved in the production of

this newsletter.

Although every effort is taken in the
compilation and printing of this newsletter,
no responsibility is taken for any errors that
may occur. © 2026 Yarragon Community

Newsletter.

DEADLINE for
September 2026 edition

21 August

12 noon

This month it is the Coot ,or Eurasian
Coot ,as it is not one not our “natives”.
Coots are a member of the Crake and Rail
family . They are a bit smaller than the
Purple Swamp Hen I wrote about last
month (32-39 cms), about the size of a
domestic chicken.

Coots have a black head and slate grey
body , bright red eyes and blue/grey legs.

Their toes have flattened lobes, a bit hard
to see when they are running around in the
grass or swimming . I haven’t found an
explanation for this feature but when Coots
are taking off from or landing on the water
they seem to run along on the

surface making a lot of wild splashing. I
suppose these flattened out toe globes help
with that.

I found a video on Google of Coots on a
lake in Croatia that is worth watching.
Coots are a bit browner when immature or
moulting. Nestlings are quite a sight . They
have black downy feathers tipped with
bright yellow, a red face, almost bald
downy head and a cream bill - a bit like a
baby or toddler after their afternoon nap.
Finally, the adults have a bright white
frontal shield making them easy to
distinguish from other water birds strutting
around on the grass or swimming .

Coots can be found all over Australia
where there is water, emitting their harsh,
sharp calls - “kyik”or “kyok “. They are
also seen in Eurasia , Indonesia , and New
Zealand.

Here in Australia you will find Coots on
inland waterways or flood

waters ,permanent swamps ,town

lakes ,reservoirs, sewerage farms, brackish

coastal swamps ,and occasionally on
sheltered waterways around off shore
islands. So plenty of chances to spot them.
They feed on underwater weeds and also

on vegetation on land. In order to dive
deeper and stay under water for longer they
compress their feathers to squeeze out as
much air as possible and become a very
sleek diver.

Coots breed in pairs or large groups
making a nest of sticks ,swamp
vegetation ,grass or lignum on shallow
water or low islands ,stumps or logs. The
female lays six or seven stone coloured
eggs finely dotted with black from which
appear those funny looking chicks I
described above.

So keep an eye out for these noisy water
birds in our local parks and wetlands . Next
month in this trilogy I will tell you about
the Dusky Moor Hen. Have I mentioned
the Friends of Drouin Trees? They have
published several little books on trees and
birds in our area that are with worth
purchasing. I get mine from the BBSC
desk at the Warragul Arts Centre .Also an
update on my bird feeder. Recently Galas
and Crimson Rosellas have joined the
Spotted Turtle Doves and Sparrows each
waiting their turn on the fence.
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YARRAGON BUSINESSES & EVENTS

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING

FRINGE BENEFITS

Many sizes of Self-Storage
24 Hour/7 Day access
CCTV and security lighting

Automated secure access gate Sllsan

Very competitive rates

N Sheds available 0414875631

Undercover storage - spaces
available

CLEAR YOUR SHED AND YARD Yarragon

0484 951 591

allinstorage3823@gmail.com
12 INDUSTRIAL COURT YARRAGON

Page 4 Yarragon Community Newsletter AUGUST 2026



BENDIGO BANK

Investing in What Matters Most — Our
Community

Every customer who chooses to bank with
Community Bank Trafalgar & District helps create

positive outcomes for the local community through

a model that reinvests profits into the region.

As the 2025/26 financial year comes to an end,
Community Bank Trafalgar & District is proud to
celebrate a significant milestone. Since opening its

doors in 2003, the Community Bank has reinvested

an incredible $2.18 million into the local
community.

This milestone reflects more than two decades of
supporting local organisations, community groups,

projects and individuals across the region.

One of the Community Bank’s key areas of
investment has been supporting local students and

investing in the next generation. Since 2003, $250,000 has
been provided in scholarships, helping students pursue
further education and reducing some of the financial barriers
associated with study.

In the past financial year alone, $21,000 was awarded to local
students, supporting them as they work towards their
educational and career goals.

“Supporting our young people is one of the most rewarding
investments we can make as a community,” said Debbie Di
Sisto, Chair of Trafalgar & District Financial Services.

“Through our scholarship program, we are helping local
students pursue their aspirations while strengthening the
future of our region. Seeing the achievements of past
recipients reminds us why this support is so important.”
During the 2025/26 financial year, Community Bank Trafalgar
& District returned $99,724 to the community, supporting a
wide range of initiatives including student education
programs, local emergency services, sporting clubs, arts and
cultural programs, environmental projects, health and
wellbeing initiatives and programs for young people and
older residents.

“Reaching $2.18 million in community investment is an
extraordinary milestone and one that belongs to our
customers, shareholders, volunteers, staff, Directors and
community partners,” Ms Di Sisto said.

“This achievement demonstrates the power of community
banking. From scholarships for local students to support for

emergency services, sporting clubs, health initiatives and
community groups, every customer who chooses to bank
locally helps create opportunities and positive outcomes for
our region.”

For more than 23 years, Community Bank Trafalgar & District
has demonstrated that banking can be about more than
financial services — it can be about creating opportunities,
strengthening communities and making a lasting difference.
As it looks to the future, Community Bank Trafalgar &
District remains committed to investing in what matters most
— its community.

Yarragon ATM Service Update

The Bendigo Bank ATM located at 107b Princes Highway,
Yarragon, will be removed on 4 September 2026. Customers
who have recently used the ATM will receive direct
notification from Bendigo Bank prior to its removal.

We recognise that some customers may be inconvenienced by
this change. To help ensure continued access to cash and
everyday banking services, a range of convenient alternatives
remain available, including:

®  (Cash withdrawals through EFTPOS at participating
retailers

e Bank@Post services at Australia Post outlets, including
Yarragon & Trafalgar

® Bendigo Bank and other participating financial institution

ATMs, including Trafalgar, Warragul and Moe

In-person banking services at Community Bank Trafalgar &

District (Trafalgar) and nearby Bendigo Bank branches
(Warragul and Moe)
Importantly, this change relates only to
the standalone ATM located in
Yarragon. Community Bank Trafalgar
& District continues to operate from its
Trafalgar branch and remains
committed to providing local face-to-
face banking services and supporting
the communities we serve.
Customers who regularly use the
Yarragon ATM are encouraged to
consider these alternative options and
review the information provided in
Bendigo Bank's customer notification.
We thank the community for its
ongoing support and remain committed
to providing accessible banking
services throughout the district.
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WHAT ARE THE EDITORS UP TO?

By Christina Flann, Debbie Churchill & Oscar Bijl

OUR TOWN

Oscar: | made a treehouse with my fried and tested
out a technique called rope weaving which | did
wrong but it still went well. | made a cool seating
area with that in between the Y of a tree and spent a
day or two up there just

chilling and adding to the

treehouse. Also, KITTEN. YAY!

Christina: Huge thanks to

Deb (and Jen & Oscar) for

doing the newsletter this

month as I’'m getting ready

for the sold out Yarragon Studio Winter Feast with
much appreciated help from Lisa. Editing and
incredibly boring tender document (but it pays the
bills). Also enjoying the kitten. Did some epic wood
splitting on the weekend as a family - thanks to Geoff
Conway for the help.

Debbie: Busy in the art world, teaching mixed media
and creating more art in my studio.

YARRAGON POST OFFICE; your bank in disguise
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Deposit & withdraw cash
Deposit cheques

Check account balances

Pay bills

Organise travel money & insurance

and post and collect mail!




LOCAL COMMUNITY NOTICES

Friday 21st August 10am
at Fozzies

)

Baw Baw,

sty
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GIPPSLAND FOREST DIALOGUE

Meeting the challenges facing our forests.
Together.

Gippsland’s forests need our help. Fire, floods,
storms, drought, pests, weeds, neglect,
exploitation and the changing climate are taking
a huge toll. But if we all work together, the future
can be different.

The Gippsland Forest Dialogue is a new initiative,
founded by a group of passionate Gippslanders
from all walks of life who have come together to

talk about our forests - how to look after them
and explore possible futures for these unique
and special places.

We believe that biodiversity, forestry, water,
recreation, tourism, production and bushfire risk
management are fundamentally interconnected
and interdependent parts of our forests. Our
mission is to work together to explore these
difficult forest and land use issues and find
collaborative solutions and positive change.
Below are links to videos from two of our first
dialogues at Orbost and Rawson.

To register for the fire dialogue use the link
below.
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LION’S CLUB REPORT

By Tamara Galea and Trelawney Geary

Lions club is warming up this winter with some fiery
news, we welcome two new members into the lion's
club lawn and mara. As we welcome these news
members we also encourage people to bee apart of
our community lions. Lions club is a great way to be
apart of our community and be involved in our
future especially for our youth. We encourage if you
are interested , just get that coat on and waltz on
down to the opshop on main and speak to the lions
team.

Lawn and mara were inducted by a Drouin’s lion
member Murry. We thank him for taking the time to
do this for us, as having new members is just the
spark we need for winter. we cant forget to thank
James Geary for sponsoring the new members.

Garage sale on the 22™ of this month. We have
heaps of winter stock so come and see what’s in
before its gone.

YARRAGON PRIMARY SCHOOL

YARRAGON PRIMARY SCHOOL - Our
School Cow Needs a Moo Makeover!

Our much loved school cow, who greets us each day,
has been professionally stripped back to white and is
ready for a moo-velous new look!

Our Student
Representative
Council (SRC)
and YPS need
YOUR help to
create an
udderly
amazing new
design — and
maybe even a
brand-new name!

How should she be painted?
We're looking for creative ideas such as:

e Bright colours
e QOur school values
e Local landmarks

e Nature inspired artwork
Or something completely unique!

We'd love to hear from our students, families and the
wider Yarragon community. Whether you're an artist
or simply have a great idea, we'd love to hear your
ideas!

Calling All Artists!

We're also on the hunt for a talented community artist
who can help bring the winning vision to life. We'd
love someone to volunteer and work alongside our
students to finalise the design and help paint our
favourite bovine beauty.

The cow will need to be painted using water based
acrylic paint and sealed with a clear protective coat,
so we will be on the hunt for donations so we can
purchase coloured paint, we'd be incredibly grateful
for any donation.

HER NAME...

Our cow was originally named 'Sapi Susu', meaning
'Cow MilK' in Indonesian, as Indonesian was the
language taught at YPS when she first arrived.

Now that she's getting a fresh new look, it might be
time for a new name to match!

We're moo-ving this decision to the people, so we'd
love your suggestions.

Help us give our school cow an udderly fantastic
makeover that the whole community can be proud of.
A design template is available for anyone wishing to
submit their ideas. Download Here

Please return your designs and name suggestions
YPS by Tuesday 1st September.

Let's make this project legendairy! <0 %>
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BBSN

By Amanda McLeod

sustainability
network

COUNCILLOR UPDATE

By Cr Brendan Kingwill

Baw Baw Sustainability Network Annual
General Meeting

Thursday 27 August 2026
7.00 pm
Yarragon Uniting Church Hall, Campbell Street

This is your opportunity to help shape the
future direction of the Baw Baw Sustainabil-
ity Network. Only current members are eligi-
ble to vote at the AGM or nominate for the
committee, so please ensure your member-
ship is up to date. If you're unsure of your
membership status or would like to renew
visit the website www.bbsn.org.au or con-
tact hello@bbsn.org.au.

Following the AGM formalities, respected lo-
cal Chartered Professional Engineer

(ret.) and Member of Engineers Australia, lan
Hill, will present an informative and impartial
talk on large-scale battery technology, exploring
both the perceived risks and the benefits of Bat-
tery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).

Everyone is welcome to attend.

Stay tuned For 2027

It has been another busy month at

Council, with plenty of positive

news for our local communities.

One of the highlights was attend-

ing the Community Grants Recep-

tion, where we celebrated the lat-

est recipients of Council's Com-

munity Grants Program. It's al-

ways great to see the passion and

dedication of the volunteers who

keep our community groups, clubs

and organisations running.

This year, 88 community groups shared almost $400,000 in
funding. Nearly $110,000 was allocated through the Minor Cap-
ital Works Program, helping groups purchase equipment and
improve facilities, while almost $280,000 supported community
projects across the Shire.

Several East Ward organisations were among the successful
applicants, including the Trafalgar Men's Shed, Thorpdale Me-
chanics Institute Reserve, Willow Grove and District Playgroup
and the Walhalla Goldfields Railway. Congratulations to every-
one involved. These grants may seem modest individually, but
together they make a significant difference to the volunteers who
work tirelessly to strengthen our communities.

Many residents will also have noticed the rollout of the new
FOGO (Food Organics and Garden Organics) service. By now,
households should have received their kitchen caddy. If yours
hasn't arrived, please contact Council so it can be arranged.
While changing our waste habits can take a little time, FOGO is
an important step towards reducing the amount of waste sent to
landfill. Instead, food scraps and garden waste can be recycled
into valuable compost, creating better environmental outcomes
for future generations.

There was more good news with the announcement of successful
projects through the Victorian Government's Tiny Towns Fund.
Upgrades are planned for the Longwarry Recreation Reserve
Playground and the Westbury Tennis Clubrooms, while local
organisations in Aberfeldy, Hallston, Noojee, Neerim District
and Willow Grove also secured funding for a range of worth-
while community projects. Every dollar invested in these smaller
communities helps keep them vibrant and attractive places to
live and visit.

Council also adopted new Public Art and Civic Art Collection
policies. Many people may not realise that Baw Baw Shire is
home to more than 200 public artworks, along with a civic col-
lection of 122 artworks displayed throughout Council facilities
and the West Gippsland Arts Centre. These new policies will
help ensure these valuable cultural assets are properly managed
and preserved.

Another important improvement is the adoption of a new Cus-
tomer Service Charter and Complaints Handling Policy. These
documents set clear expectations for the service residents should
receive and establish transparent processes for resolving com-
plaints fairly and consistently.

Finally, the Petition for the Thorpdale road slip is coming to a
close. If you have not signed it yet, go to my Facebook page or
hard copies are at BK's Takeaway, Thorpdale Bakery, Trafalgar
IGA, Yarragon Supermarket and the Thorpdale Hotel.

As always, if there's a local issue you'd like to discuss, or if I can
assist in any way, please don't hesitate to get in touch

Brendan.kingwill@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au
0474652435

Or Follow me on Facebook @crbrendankingwill
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YARRAGON FIRE BRIGADE NEWS:

By Lisa Somerville Community Safety Officer Yarragon Rural Fire Brigade

Stay Warm, Stay Safe
This Winter

As the colder weather continues, many of us rely on
heaters, fireplaces and electric blankets to keep warm.
While these are essential during winter, they also
increase the risk of house fires if they aren't used
safely.

A few simple precautions can make a big difference:

Keep anything that can burn at least one metre away
from heaters and fireplaces.

Have your chimney or flue cleaned regularly if you
use a wood heater.

Never leave portable heaters operating unattended or
while you are asleep.

Check electric blankets for signs of wear, frayed
cords or damage before using them each season. If in
doubt, replace them.

Avoid overloading power boards and use appliances
according to the manufacturer's instructions.

Winter is also a great time to make sure your family
knows how to get out safely if a fire occurs. Take a
few minutes to discuss your home escape plan and
make sure everyone knows two ways out of each
room where possible.

Finally, look out for those around you. Older
neighbours or family members may appreciate a quick
check-in, especially during cold weather or power
outages. A simple conversation can make a real
difference.

By taking a few simple steps now, we can all enjoy a
warmer, safer winter.

Community Tip: This month, choose just one thing
to do—check your electric blanket, clean around your
heater, or test your family's escape plan. Small actions
today can help prevent emergencies tomorrow.

ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED

Young lady requires accommodation :
Share house in the local area:

Contact Editor:

Deb 0438565721
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YARRAGON BOWLS CLUB

By Glenda Beagley

A High Tea Afternoon event was held at the end of English Scones Recipe used for High Tea

July
Thank you to everyone who donated goods, cooked,
and supported this event. It would not have been pos-

sible without the support of our members and friends.

High tea is often misunderstood. What many people
think as a “high tea” (elegant finger sandwiches,
scones and pastries) is actually closer to afternoon
tea. Where did the idea of high tea originate?
England is the birthplace of both afternoon tea and
high tea, but they developed for different social clas-
ses.

Afternoon tea began in the 1840s and is credited to
Anna, Duchess of Bedford. She found the long gap
between lunch and dinner left her hungry, so she
started taking tea with light refreshments in the after-
noon. It soon became fashionable among the upper
classes.

High Tea developed during the same period among
the working classes. After returning home from work
(typically between S5pm and 7pm), families ate a sub-
stantial meal at a high dining table, which is where
the name “high tea” comes from. In contrast, after-
noon tea was served at low lounge tables.
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Ingredients:
3 cups self-raising flour
Pinch of salt
60g cold butter
1 tablespoon of castor sugar
1 cup of milk
1 tablespoon vanilla (optional)
1 beaten egg (for glazing)
Method:
Preheat oven to 220 deg C
Rub butter into the flour until it resembles bread-
crumbs
Stir in the sugar
Add the milk and mix gently until just combined
Turn onto a lightly floured surface and pat to
about 2.5 cm thick
Cut with a round cutter
Brush tops with beaten egg
Bake for 10-12 minutes until golden
Serve warm with strawberry jam and clotted cream.

Our Green Restoration.

Thanks to the many hours put in by our Green
Keeper and his helpers our green is looking
amazing. We cannot wait until we can get out
and have a bowl. In the meantime our members
have been practising at Warragul on a Thursday
to maintain their accuracy/fitness for the upcom-
ing season.




YARRAGON BOWLS CLUB

By Glenda Beagley

Fun fact:
The debate over whether to spread the jam or the
cream first is a famous one in southwest England:
Cornwall: Jam first, then cream
Devon: Cream first, then jam.
Both countries are fiercely proud of their
tradition.
In Australia, I reckon whatever takes your
fancy.
None of this has much to do with bowls, but
remember it is winter and we are all looking to keep
warm and enjoy each others company. This is a
great tradition to do both and who doesn't love a
scone with Jam and Cream

We love hosting a party. What a fun night was
had by all at Andrew Simpson’s 40" birthday.
Happy birthday Andrew. Back to the 80’s
theme turned into a special celebration. Thanks
for choosing us to be the host of this fun event.
The indoor bowls was certainly a hit.

Many of our bowlers have migrated north for the
winter. Some have even ventured overseas,
wherever you have gone we wish you a safe and
happy holiday and we look forward to you
returning refreshed for the next season.

Fees: Our fees are now due. These can be paid by
bank transfer as per our recent email or to our
Treasurer Ross McDermott. Please contact our
President/Treasurer for more information on 0490
831283. Fees remain at $180 for Pennant members
and $30 for social members and $30 for Juniors up
to age 18. Once fees are paid we will update Bowls
Link for all members wishing to play Pennant next
season.

Birthday’s for August
Gordon Wright
Leeanne Evans
Richard Polmear

Our sponsors for the 2025/26
season:

Club Hotel Warragul
Dementia Doulas (Jan Doull)
Fonterra

Fowler Street Dental

Fritz Mylius Painting and Decorating
Gippsland Fresh

Neilsen Funerals

Paul O’Toole Cartage

RGM Investment Holdings
Select Office Supplies
Trafalgar Tyre Service
Warragul Country Club
Westfalia

Wildflower Studio Yarragon
Yarragon Automotive
Yarragon Bakery

Yarragon Foodworks
Yarragon Hotel

Yarragon Lions Club
Yarragon Pharmacy
Yarragon Post Office

We also recognise the tremendous
support that the Community/Bendigo
Bank of Trafalgar and District has
provided the Yarragon Bowling Club
and encourage locals to support them.

To contact the bowls club about
sponsorship, games, or hiring
facilities (with limited catering
available):

The new Function Coordinator is Tony
Hiriart on 0429163532 for all bookings.
Email: yarragonbowls@gmail.com
www.yarragon.bowls.com.au

YarragonBowlingClub

0
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COUNCIL NEWS

Council welcomes new investment to support healthier
communities

Council has welcomed funding from VicHealth’s Partners in Place initiative to deliver place-based
health and wellbeing programs for children and young people across the municipality.

The initiative aims to break down barriers that impact the health and wellbeing of children and
young people aged 0-25 years, and Baw Baw Shire has secured $200,000 to contribute to this
goal.

Working in partnership with schools, early years services, health and wellbeing organisations,
community groups and families, the initiative will engage children and young people within their
own settings and communities to better understand their experiences, aspirations and needs

The project focuses on creating healthier neighbourhoods where children and young people can be
active, connected and supported. Key objectives include improving spaces and places that
encourage movement, play and recreation, while fostering stronger social connections, enhanced
mental wellbeing and reduced experiences of loneliness and isolation.

Baw Baw Shire Mayor Cr Kate Wilson said the partnership would help build on the strengths and
ideas already within the community.

“Through workshops, engagement activities and collaborative partnerships, the project will identify
opportunities to strengthen local systems, services and environments that support positive health
and wellbeing outcomes for our younger generations,” she said.

Cr Wilson added that the initiative reflects Council's existing commitment to creating communities
where children and young people are valued, heard and empowered.

"Children and young people are experts in their own lives. By listening to their voices and involving
them in decisions that affect them, we can create healthier, more inclusive communities that better
meet their needs now and into the future."

“The long-term vision is for Baw Baw Shire Council to be a community where children and young
people consistently and meaningfully shape their surroundings, and where their insights are
embedded in the systems, policies and practices that influence health, wellbeing and community
life.

By working together with local partners and placing children and young people at the centre of
decision-making, Council is investing in a healthier, more connected and sustainable future for the
entire community.”
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ART UPDATE

By Carol Monson

People often ask about
exhibitions at the Baw Baw

Arts Alliance’s ‘Station

Gallery’, Yarragon,
because there is always
something creatively different
and inviting. Gallery manager
and local resident, Sue
Murphy, in her inimitable and
energetic way, has created
more interest to attract a new
form of Art. The “Teal Room
Challenge’, as it has become
known, is an exhibition of
small works of Art in any
media. In August discover the
world of tiny books no bigger
than 15cm by 15cm. There is
no entry cost but you must be
a member of BBAA and that
will give you many
opportunities to develop your
Artistic skills further.

Joan Best with her books

A very popular form of Art that
attracts many to the Arts
Alliance creative groups is
drawing with pencil, charcoal,
graphite and/or fine felt pens.
The drawing groups take
place on three days of each
week. Monday in the VRI
Hall, Warragul, is a time to
receive some guidance for
improving your drawing skills
and if you miss this one head

to Trafalgar Art Space 2
in the former Trafalgar
Railway Station.

If you want a drawing
experience that is quite
different this can be found in
the VRI Hall on the first and
third Friday morning of each
month when you draw figures
from life sized projections.
The work from each of these
groups is the major exhibition
in the ‘Station Gallery’ during
August. The Artworks
demonstrate the title of ‘Draw
the Line’.

Also showing during August is
the work of the very creative
group of Arts Alliance printers.
This group meets regularly on
a Friday at Art Space 2,
Trafalgar, and ranges from
those with no experience
through to experienced
printers. The group has called
their exhibition ‘Black and
Green’, a Friday challenge,
and you will be impressed by
the quality of printing, sense
of design and ability to use
their Art to demonstrate their
interests and passions.

Both exhibitions are being
officially opened at 2.00pm on
Saturday, August 8, at the
‘Station Gallery’. This is a
free event.

One of the more recent
ventures by the Arts Alliance
is the open invitation to
members of the public to
participate in free Art activities
at the VRI Hall in Queen
Street, Warragul, on the third
Saturday morning of each
month. The August invitation
however is for Friday evening,
August 14, 6.00pm to 8.00pm
for an evening of fun, music
and Art entertainment
including an Arts Alliance Art
Show.

Don’t miss this opportunity to
talk to Artists about their work
followed by another viewing of
the exhibition on Saturday
from 10.00am to 3.00pm

Trafalgar Art Space 1
Hosts a drop in group every
Wednesday from 10.30 am
Mixed media/ bookmaking/ or
anything else you would like
to learn! Why not call in for a
coffee bring whatever you are
working on or just drop in to
say hello!

For more information see
https://
www.bawbawartsalliance.orq.
au
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LOOKING BACK:

By Tini Cook

No ATM anymore — but did you
know Yarragon once had three
banks?

The news that Yarragon's centrally located ATM is to
be removed marks the end of another small but
important chapter in the town's history. It may come
as a surprise to many that our little town once

boasted not one, but three fully operational banks.

The opening of the railway line in August 1878
virtually
marks the
beginning of
our township,
then known
as Waterloo. [#%
As the district
grew, the
need for
banking services quickly became apparent. Within
months in 1879, the Bank of Australasia opened a

branch in the Waterloo Hotel. When the hotel was
destroyed by fire in 1931, a small Bank of Australasia
building was erected on the site at the western
corner of Main Street and Campbell Street, where
The Lolly Shop stands today. (See photos 1&2.) The

Bank of Australasia became the Australia and New
Zealand Bank in 1951, and simply ANZ in 1970.

The Colonial Bank established a branch in 1903,
initially operating from the Yarragon Hotel before
moving to premises in Railway Place. (See

photo3.) Both the Bank of Australasia and the
Colonial Bank were open only two days each

week but when in 1910 the Bank of Victoria (See
photo 4) opened a full-time branch in Yarragon,
competition soon prompted the other two banks to

extend their hours.

The Colonial Bank became the National Bank in 1918
and later the Commercial Banking Company of
Sydney (CBC) in 1927. Around the 1960s, a modern
brick and glass-fronted bank replaced the one seen in
photo 4. where many locals still remember doing
their banking until some time in the 1980s when it
closed and became the Yarragon Milk Bar.

The State Bank arrived in 1956 and operated in one
of the shops on the northern side of the highway
until all those buildings were removed for highway
redevelopment. A new State Bank was built on the
southern side in 1962 so at this time there were 2 full
time banks in new specifically built premises and the
tiny ANZ operated 2 days a week.

By the mid 1980s only the State Bank continued
operating until in 1994 it too closed its doors. It is
now occupied by Classy Nails.

This left Yarragon without a single bank—ironically,
just as the town was emerging as one of Gippsland's
best-known tourist destinations, with local
businesses enjoying a turnover far beyond anything
imagined by earlier businesses, but having to go to
either Trafalgar or Warragul to bank their takings.
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LOOKING BACK

By Tini Cook

This involved quite a lot of paperwork as all credit
cards and cheques had to be entered individually
by hand, before instant online card transactions
were introduced in the mid 2000s and cheques
and most cash payments phased out.

Recognising the need for access to cash, the
Yarragon Traders Association campaigned
vigorously for an ATM. The Bendigo Community
Bank came to their aid and for many years it has
provided an invaluable service to local residents
and the travelling public. But now as banking
technology continues to evolve that ATM, too, is
set to disappear.

From three busy banks to one ATM—and now
none at all—the story of banking in Yarragon
mirrors the story of many country towns. Progress
may involve gaining something new but it also
quietly takes away the everyday services that once
formed the heart of a community where the bank
manager was a part of the community, knew
everyone by name, business was done face to face
with a handshake and the over the counter tellers
were there to help with some friendly chit chat as
well.
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GIPPSLAND WATER

Customers invited to help shape Gippsland Water’s future plans

Gippsland Water is seeking expressions of interest from customers interested in taking part in its
People’s Panel.

The People’s Panel is a representative group of customers that will deliberate key

issues and provide recommendations to the organisation.

Randomly selected customers will begin receiving invitations via postal mail this week.

Managing director Sarah Cumming said the panel puts customers at the centre of decision-making.

“This group will play a meaningful role in helping us ensure we get

the right balance between services and community needs, while keeping bills fair,” Ms Cumming said.
“Panel members will learn about the opportunities and challenges we’re facing, explore what affects pricing
and services and develop recommendations to help inform our 2028 Price Submission.”

Ms Cumming said having a diverse representation on the panel would ensure all views were represented.
“We want to give customers from all walks of life the opportunity to take part,” Ms Cumming said.

The People’s Panel will bring together up to 50 randomly selected customers and run across five Saturdays
from August to November in Traralgon. Participants who complete all five sessions will be paid $1,000 for
their time.

The process will be run independently to ensure it is fair and transparent.

Customers who don’t receive an invitation can still register their interest at www.gippswater.com.au/
planningforthefuture.
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Rainfall Record for 2026 and the five years'prior, as recorded at McIntyre Rd Yarragon' '

Rainfall 2021 - 2026
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